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1.—Foreren Potrrtcs. 


Tap Sahachar, of the 29th June, considers as groundless England’s 


7 _ suspicion that the Governor of Panjdeh is 
Troubles in Afghanistan. mixed up in the troubles in Afghanistan. 
The rumour that Russia is fomenting troubles at Panjdeh owes its origin 


the English residents of Herat, and, as such, it is not worth much, seeing 
a + Eoglishmen have always been the first to quarrel with Russia, But 
uh all this anxiety about Afghan affairs? Neither the Amir nor the 
At than people seek the assistance of Hogland or value her friendship. 
we should England then concern herself so much about Afghanistan ? 
As ‘ Russia, let her establish as many empires in Central Asia as she can, 
and it will be no business of England’s to trouble herself about that. For 
there will certainly be no fear of Indians leaving their homes and migrating 
to Russian dominions in Central Asia. Indians are the most loyal people 
on the face of the earth. Let England try to please her Indian subjects 

and everything will go right. ee : 
9, The Prajé Bandhu, of the Ist July, says that Russian soldiers are 


es en now occupying Karki, where they will be shortly 
joined by more men from Merv. Thus re- 
inforced, they will only require a small pretext to advance upon Balkh. 


If they can occupy Balkh, they will next try to get Herat. With the fall 
of Herat, Russian influence will be established all over Afghanistan, except 
perhaps the Candahar region; and if Russians advance so far, they will 
be very likely to be joined by the Afghans themselves. The “ Bear” will 
then look wistfully towards Peshawar. The Hoglish ought to be on their 
euard. It is India that Russia really wants, and the course sketched here 
ig the one which Russia will follow. 
8. The Sanjivant, of the 2nd July, says that, with the setting in of the 
ies ticlia ta Minis rainy season, the dacoits tn Burmah are show- 


ing increased activity. This spectacle of an 
Asiatic people, sacrificing their lives for their liberty, is a really noble and 


thrillingly delightful spectacle. Blessed are you, O heroes of Burmah, who 


te entered upon an unequal struggle for liberty, caring naught for your 
ives | 3 


Il.—Homs ApDMINIsTRATION. 
(a)— Police. 


4, A correspondent of the Chdruvdrid, of the 27th June, complain 


liad lait of the wretched con dition of the Iswargung 
, e cattle-pound. ‘The impounded cattle get n 


5 
food or shelter from the sun and rain. Baboo Raj Chandra Roy, the Sub 
a pa of Police, can remove these grievances if he takes a little interes 
10 the matter. 


0 The Burdwan Sanjivant, of the 28th June, complains of cases of 
i petty theft in Burdwan. The local police 
eles | should be on the alert. 

6. The Sahachar, of the 29th June, is glad that the Mahomedan 


shop-keepers of Chandni Bazar, who were 

arraigned before the last Sessions of the High 

Court, have been sentenced to three years’ 

: As respectable men are often insulted by these men, 

: €xtra police should be stationed at the bazar at the cost of the 

ees : shop-keepers. Will the Commissioner. of the Calcutta 
is { 


Th shop. ‘ 
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7. The Rungpore Dikprakdsh, of the 30th June, reports a case of 
murder committed by some refractory Mah 

pt case of murder at Bhogdabari in medan ryots at Bhogdaburi, a village jn 

ungpore. \ ' i. eee 5 the 
) Nilphamari éub-division of the Rungpor 

district. The victim is a burkundaz of the local zemindar. The police ie 

making enquiries. The result is not yet known. Cases of murder committed 
by the Mahomedans of Rungpore ought to be carefully and vigoroys| 

investigated ; and it is desirable that in this particular case, which is one i 

actual butchery, the investigation should be conducted by the Superin- 

tendent of Police himself. 

8. The Samvdd aatag og nyo of eg cr July, asks Govern. 

ment to resume the lands given to the outpos 

ee officers of the Ohendtakeus thana, in ney 

deration of the service they render to the local police. These officers are 

thoroughly inefficent and ought not to have grants of land. Government 
would be a gainer if it paid these men in money. 

9, The Samrdd Purnachandrodaya, of the 5th July, complains of the 
high-handedness of the outpost officer of the 
Manikkunda, Banka and Kalikapore villages 
. in the Chandrakona thana. The Lieute- 
nant-Governor is requested to rescue the villagers from the hands of the 


cruel and oppressive outpost officer. The people are helpless and look to 
Government for help. 


(b)—Working of the Courts. 


10. The Hindu Ranjika, of the 29th June, says that the Deputy 
| Magistrate of -Nowgaon sentenced one 
hn in thc of Now- Abed Ali, a constable, to undergo imprison. - 
ment for two years and to pay a fine of Rs, 50, 
or in default to undergo a further rigorous imprisonment for six months, 
and made over to the plaintiff the property claimed by her before the time 
for making an appeal had expired. The defendant appealed against this 
sentence to the Sessions Judge, who has quashed the sentence passed by the 
Deputy Magistrate, released the prisoner, and ordered the restoration of the 
property to him. But when the defendant filed his claim before the 
Deputy Magistrate for the restoration of the property, the Deputy Magistrate 
addressed him as follows :—‘*‘ You must be a shameless man to come to 
me again to ask for the restoration of the property. Go you back to the 
District Judge and take delivery of the goods from him. I will write to the 
Magistrate on the subject.” What impudence! To the Deputy Magis 
trate, laws as well as law courts have become playthings, 
11. Referring to the Meherpore Fishing, case the Prajé Bandhu, ol 
the Ist July, asks, will this youngster of 3 
Magistrate, Mr. Luson, go unpunished ? 
a thing of this kind had been done during the administration of Sir Rivers — 
Thompson, Mr. Luson would probably have been promoted to a highet 
post. But will Sir Steuart Bayley act like Sir Rivers? The people have 
confidence in him, and they will be glad to see justice done by him in the 
present Case. 
12. The Sanjtbant, of the 2nd July, referring to the case of Mr. 
Simmons of Krishnagore, makes the 
xt case of Mr. Simmons of following observations :—If the facts of the 
case be true, there has been a great failure 0 
justice. Instead of simply fining Mr. Simmons Rs. 50, the Magistrate 
should have sent him to jail. A fine is not a sufficient punishment for 
the offence of which Mr. Simmons has been guilty ? A man bleeding and 
covered with blood all over his body comes to the Magistrate to as fur 


An outpost officer in the Chandra- 
kona thana. 


The Meherpore Fishing case. 
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saat? the Magistrate, though convinced of the truth of his complaint, 
wg! poterd off” with a trifling fine. Words fail to characterise a 
\aoistrate like this. The Magistrate ought to be severely dealt with. 
Wil Q» Steuart Bayley, whois ever ready to please his subjects, take the 
matter into his consideration ? 

13, A correspondent of the Som Prakash, of the 4th July, says that 
the Head Clerk of the office of the Sub- 
divisional Officer of Tumluk -must have been 
permanently appointed to his post. The 
Head Clerk has been in the Sub-divisional Office for 18 years. There have 
heen many Deputy Magistrates during that time, but the Head Clerk has 
-emained fixed to his post and grown fat in his office. It is said that he 
sistributes favours to both plaintiffs and defendants. 


(d)—Lducation. 


14, The Bhdratbast, of the 2'th June, says that. many people fear 
that the establishment of the Utterpara 
| College will lead to the abolition of the 
Tlooghly College. Need any such fear be entertained ? 

15. The same paper objects to the propusal to appoint a paid 
Vice-Chancellor for the Allahabad University. 
What the income of the new University will 
be is not yet known, and it is therefore 
extremely unwise to make or carry out such a proposal just now. It 
should also be borne in mind that an honorary Vice-Chanceller has done 
well enough for the Calcutta University, and there is no reason why an 
honorary Vice-Chancellor should not do equally well for the Allahabad 
University. The proposed University at Allahabad will probably be a very 
troublesome affair. 

16. The Chdruvarta, of the 27th -lune, observes that many English 
officials are annoyed to find the eyes of natives 
opened by high education. They think that, 
if high education had not been given to the 
present generation of natives, they would not have aspired to be placed on a 
footing of equality with the dominant race. They also think that there is 
time yet to stop the evil, or at least to limit its area. It is no longer 
possible to hoodwink Bengalis ; but operations in that view may succeed 
amongst people whose eyes have not yet been opened. These are not 
capricious statements, The truth of these statements is borne out by the 
Punjab University College. It is therefore to be hoped that the establish- 
nent of a separate University at Allahabad will in no way injure the cause 
of high education in those provinces. But it would be only fair to conclude 
that by freeing up-country students from their healthy competition with 
Bengali students, the Allahabad University will diminish scholastic zeal and 
industry in the North-Western Provinces. 

17. The Pratikdr, of the 1st July, says that. the result of the First 
Examination in Arts for the last few years 
vote College. has been satisfactory as regards the Berham- 

| pore College. But Government has in spite 
of this suddenly abolished one of the two scholarships allotted to that 
ollege. In former years Berhampore students who passed the First Arts 
~Xamination in the second division got scholarships, but this year even the 
sre hg has passed that Examination in the first division has not got a 
SUOG rs Ip. ei | 

18. The Dhumkelu, of the Ist July, says that, even in imparting 
education to the people of this country, 
the English have been actuated by selfish 
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motives. Instead of educating the people for the purpose of ameliorat 
ing their condition, and teaching them their own arts and manufactures 
they are giving them only such education as enables them to copy their 
own manners and customs. This, at any rate, is the object indirect) 
aimed at in their educational policy; and this explains the curious fact 
that there are no schools even in Calcutta for giving industrial education 
to the people. The people require instruction in the useful arts in order 
to be able toimprove their material condition, and it is necessary for that 
purpose that Englishmen should guide their educational policy in a more 
disinterested spirit than they have hitherto done. And if they do so, the 
will earn the lasting gratitued of the people of this country, and all fear 
of being injured by the latter will pass away, and the relation of fathe; 
and son will be substituted between the two races. 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


19. The Bhdratbdst, of the 25th June, takes exception to the 
The sale of adulterated ghee inthe manner in which the Ghee Inspector of the 
Calcutta Market. Calcutta Municipality is doing his duty, 
The appointment of that officer has not stopped the sale of adulterated 
ghee in the shops of Calcutta. The Health-Officer of the Municipality is 
requested to take a little ghee from each ghee shop and subject it 
to examination. He will then see that all these shop-keepers sell adulterated 
ghee. The work of examining ghee in each shop should be entrusted to 
detectives. Ghee should also be examined with more care and upon an 
improved method. The law will fail to check the sale of adulterated ghee 
if strict supervision is not kept up by the Ghee Inspector. 

20. The Iswargunge correspondent of the Chdruvarid, of the 27th 
June, says that the manner in which the © 
Gudarghat ferry is worked is likely to prove 
dangerous. Women and children are ferried in small dinghecs without 
helmsmen. The authorities are requested to look to the matter. 

21. The Hindu Ranjikd, ot the 29th June, complains that in many 
places differences have arisen between the 
Municipal Commissioners and the local zemin- 
dars. Such differences are not calculated to do any good to municipalities. 
Smaller municipalities themselves cannot do much good to the people 
unassisted by the local zemindars, and it is much to be regretted that such 
differences should be allowed to arise between them. ‘The writer is sorry 
to learn that a dispute has arisen this year also between the Nattore 
Municipality and Raja Jogendro Narayan Roy Bahadur. A dispute of 
this nature will surely lead to ligitation and a waste of the rate-payer’ 
money. It is hoped that the Commissioners will manage their affairs 
agreeably to the wishes of the Rajah of Nattore. If they do so, they will 
be able to improve the condition of the municipality without difficulty and 
at a small cost. 

22. The Murshidabad Patrikd, of the Ist July, says that the lighting 
of streets within the Berhampore Municipa- 
lity is of the most unsatisfactory nature. 
The lamp-posts stand at considerable distances from one another, and the 
lights in the lanterns are as small as the light of glow-worms. It is hoped 
that the Municipal Commissioners will remove this grievance of the rate 
payers. 

23. ‘Lhe Urdu Guide, of the 4th July, says that Local Self-Government 

is destroying good feeling between Hindus a0 
pwoet! Self-Government and Mussul- Mussulmans. Hindu members of Local Boards 
do not properly attend to the interests ° 


The Gudarghat Ferry. 


The Nattore Municipality. 


The Berhampore Municipality. 
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s, and it may be mentioned by way of illustration that the 
se has gained ground in the minds of the whole Mussulman 
vommunity of Pubna that no good is to derived by maintaining friendly 
relations with Hindus. It is feared that this feeling is shared by the Mus- 


mmunity in every place. 
age The Som Prakash, of the 4th July, says that the Lucknow Wunici- 


pality is about to pass rules prohibiting people 
within its limits from keeping birds and hares 
either for food or for sale from the 16th March to the lst of October every 
ear. The municipality must be a queer sort of a thing to propose and 
carry into effect such a law as this. eo 

b5, A correspondent of the same paper referring to the 
Santipore Municipality, observes that the 
Municipal authorities, instead of carrying the 
new drain through lands held jointly by Babus Kalidas Dutt, Umachurn 
Dutt, Hira Lall Dutt, Kailas Chandra Das and others, should take it round 
by the house of Babu Jadu Nath Kansari. An attempt to carry the drain 
over ijmali land may involve the municipality in ligitation, the costs of 
which will have to be paid by the poor rate-payers. The Deputy Magistrate, 
Babu Radha Madhab Basu, who has a reputation for justice and popular 
sympathies, should take the matter into his consideration. 


(f).— Questions affecting the land. 


26. The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 28th June, says that it appears 
from the letter, dated the 25th March 1885, 
written by Government to the Commissioner 
of Burdwan, that Government has no intention of repairing the breach in 
the embankment at Jankuli. Government thinks that the reconstruction will 
do more harm than good, and that the harm done by the water of the Damu- 
dar escaping through the breach in times of flood is small compared with the 
good which is done to the soil by the deposit it receives. But this is not 
true. The breach, by allowing sandy deposits to settle on the fields, has 
already destroyed the productive powers of a vast area of land, and is 
annually making additions to that area. The breach, if it is allowed to 
remain unrepaired for any length of time, will besure to make hundreds of 
villages uninhabitable. Rows of bamboo sticks, three deep, should be 
planted against the breach in order to break the force of the current, and 
thus to facilitate the formation of deposits in the month of the breach, and 
$0 to eventually close it. This experiment should be tried every year. 
It may cost the Government a few thousand rupees ; but considering the 
great benefit which will be done to a large body of its subjects, Government 
should not grudge the expenditure. 
The Pratikdr, of the 1st July, expresses a wish that Govern- 
The Pata Betate ment should allow Rani Hemant Kumari 
of Putea to manage her own estate. 


The Lucknow Municipality. 


The Santipore Municipality. 


The Jankuli embankment. 


(9)— Railways and communications including canals and irrigation. 


“8. The Paridarshak, of the 25th June, complains that the roads 
Roads within th within the Sylhet Municipality are out of 
“eee. ° Sylhet Moni- repair and have become unfit for use during 
Wission the rainy season. If the Municipal Com- 
eit hi do not repair these roads this year, they wiil have to be repaired 
saat : rar 4 greatly increased cost. The condition of the road on the 
tafe B. e Bandar Kalighat Laldighi is most wretched. It is a pity that 
mone of repairing this road has not yet been taken in hand, though the 

Y Necessary for repairing it was sanctioned some time ago. The 
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municipal overseer is to blame for all this irregularity. ‘Will the work com. 
mence in autumn ? | 


29. The Hindu Ranjikd, of the 29th June, says that the length of the 
road from the Rampore Beauleah Court t, 
the Nattore Railway Station is about 28 miles 
A third part of this road has been made pucca, and the remaining portion 
still remains Auccha. It is said that the Road Cess Committee has been 
spending on an average rupees ten thousand every year for the purpose of 
repairing this road from 1868 down to the present time. It is a matter of 
regret that during this 18 years the whole of this most important and usefy) 
road in the district has not been made pucca. During the rainy season this 
road becomes muddy and impassable for carriages and horses, and people 
can with difficulty travel on it in a palki or cart or on foot. In other 
seasons the road is full of dust. It is hoped that the newly formed District 
Board will remove this long-felt grievance of the people of Rajshahye. 
30. A correspondent of the Bangabdsi, of the 2nd July, complains of 
i. the want of a tank in the fields adjoining the 
oft Bae. yng Ev welt Mavpore village of Lavpore Dhandanga in the Beer. 
bhoom district. The people want a tank for 
the purpose of irrigating their fields, and Government is requested to attend 
to the matter. 


Roads in Nattore. 


(h)— General. 


$1. The Bhdratbast, of the 25th June, says that inordinate greed leads 
many ship-owners to violate the navigation 
laws. Messrs Macneill & Co., the Agents of the 
Sir John Lawrence, packed that ship with 750 passengers, and the rumour 
goes that many people to whom tickets were sold had to go away disappoint- 


The loss of the Sir John Lawreuce. 


ed because there was not room for them on board the lost vessel. It is 
dangerous to overload aship in this manner for the sake of money. When the 
ship was caught in the storm the passengers, too many in number, must have 
moved wildly about, and thus disturbed the equilibrium of the vessel, and it 
may be that the vessel foundered from loss of equilibrium. Government 
should take strict measures to prevent ships, steamers and railway trains 
from taking more passengers than what the law authorises them to take. If 
Government does not do this, it will be guilty of violating the first principles 
of morality and committing a sinful act. It is rumoured that 5 or 6 
inhabitants of Janai, in the district of Hugli, who were deck-passengers by 
the Str John Lawrence, have been saved. They were thrown overboard 
into shallow water, from whence they were cast upon the shore. These men 
are reported to have said that the Captain gave orders for shutting the below 
deck door in order to prevent the below-deck passengers from coming out 
upon the upper-deck. If the Captain had not done so, there would have 
been some chance of some more lives being saved. 


82. The Burdwan Sanjtvant of the 28th June, says that the proposal 
a tine Of the Maharani of Burdwan to adopt Baboo 
Burdwan adoption.  ——S—CtCS:é<t«é~i= *.«SBeehsi’s sO seems very proper 1 the 
light of the decision passed in his favour by the 
Board of Revenue. To disallow the proposal on the ground that it W! 
lead to litigation will be hardly just on the part of the Lieutenant-Governor. 
It is to be hoped that His Honour will accept the decision of the B 
as final ; nor does it seem probable that the Dowager Maharani, when she 
comes to know of the unanimity of opinion which exists on the subject, 
go to law in order to contest the Board’s decision. The Lieutenant 
Governor should grant the adoption without delay. 
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33 ~The Sahachar, of the 29th June, says that the reason why 

pilgrims to Puri suffer so much is that the 
food articles sold in the roadside serats are 
-anly abominable, and the water to be had there is also of the foulest 
sparacker The internal condition of Puri is not also good. Wholesome 
food cannot be obtained within the limits of the city. The cooked food 
caiall sold in the bazar is of the most wretched character. From these 
. ses and also on account of the want of proper medical aidin the city large 
sanbert of pilgrims die every year. The internal condition of Puri can be 
in -oved with funds belonging tothe Temple. Filtered water should be intro- 
in ‘nto Puri, cholera hospitals should be established on the sea-shore, the 
soadside serais should be improved, and wells should be dug for the supply 
of good drinking water. Unless these measures are adopted, cholera 
nortality among Puri pilgrims will not diminish. All moneys required for 
this purpose ovght to be forthcoming from the Puri Temple and the Puri 
Municipality. 

34, The same paper says that not only steamers and ships, but all 
kinds of sea-going vessels, should be subjected 
to strict supervision as regards their fitness or 
otherwise to put to sea. The country-boats navigating the rivers, especially 
those in the Sunderbuns, should also be subjected to a similar examination 
and duly registered by Magistrates, stipendiary as well as honorary. 


85. The same paper says that in his evidence before the 
Sub-Committee of the Public Service Com- 

= a peor ee ro mission, Mr. Badshah, Postmaster-General 
iw te OEM? Of the North-Western Provinces, has stated 
that natives, being partial to their own friends 

and relatives, are unfit for appointment in the Postal Service. But such a 
statement, even if made by a thousand Badshahs, will not be believed by 
honest people. Look at any public office, and you will find that it is 
Kuropeans and not natives who are most ready to help friends and 
relatives. It should also be remembered that this Badshah owes his present 


appointment in the Postal Department to his opposition to the Ilbert Bill. 
30. The Dhumketu, of the 1st July, approves of the decision of the 
Seen : Board of Revenue in the Burdwan adoption 
or case, and asks the Lieutenant-Govevnor to 
accept it. It would have been most unjust on the part of the Board to 
have forced a nominee of their own on the young Maharani. The 
advantage to be derived from the present arrangement is that it will 
make Baboo Ban Behari serve the Raj estate with more devotion than 
servialene, for by serving that estate he will be promoting the interests of 
son. 
37, The Samaya, of the 1st July, is astonished to find a grave offender 
ap ernie ~ like Mr. Beames let off without any punish- 
Bapley ment even in the reign of Sir Steuart 


88. The same paper draws the atttention of the Board of Revenue 
sin Osilvie of the Tikari Raj to the management of the Tikari Raj Estate 
. sg by Mr. Ogilvie, and says that, whereas a 
uropean indigo-planter realises Ks. 1,25,000 from one-half of the 
ae Arwill, in the district of Gya, the other half belonging to 
this wg Estate brings only an income of Rs. 75,000 a year; and 
Now wh Mr. Ogilvie, has farmed out to the planter for Rs. 52,000 only. 
nt Mir 0 is responsible for the balance of Rs. 23,000—the Government 

viv: Silvie? It is also reported that most of the men appointed by Mr. 
oe’ Gre ignorant of zemindari affairs. In the interest of the Tikari 
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Raj Estate, the Board should place the management of the estate ip 
better hands. 


SamaTa, 89. Thesame paper is sorry that Baboo Ban Bihary’s son has been 


July Isth, 1887. allowed to be taken in adoption by the 
ecuaunncnnnen Maharani of Burdwan. Jt is jopiitel ‘the 
Government has in this matter acted on the advice of Mr. Beames, The 
adoption is certainly illegal according to the Hindu law. 


EpucaTion GaZzErTTE, 40. The Education Gazette, of the lst July, hopes that now that the 
July Ist 1887. Board of Revenue has passed its decision op 


the Burdwan adoption case, Government will 
make no delay in allowing the adoption. 


The Burdwan adoption. 


PRATTKAR, 41. The Pratikdr, of the 1st July, complains of the misconduct of 
July Ist, 1887, The Deputy Magistrate of Netroe Moulavi Buzlul Karim, Deputy Magistrate of 
kona. Netrokona. It is alleged that he violated the 
chastity of a woman who came to seek justice in his Court. She was kept 
concealed for three months, and when she was produced before him, it was 
found that the Depnty Magistrate had himself detained her. It is needless 
to say that executive officers of this type are doing immense mischief to the 
country. Such unpopular officers as the Deputy Magistrate of Nowgaon, 
Cutwa, and Netrokona should be removed from the Executive Service. 
Baboo Jagat Chandra Shome, Deputy Magstrate of Cutwa, has been recently 
transferred to Jessore. This will be a great relief to the people of Cutwa, 
but it means bad time for the people of Jessore. 


Bavaasasi, 42. The Puri correspondent of the Bangabdst, of the 2nd July, says 
July 2nd, 1887. that Government has notified that Raja 
The management of the Temple of Mukund Dev will be vested with the power 
: of managing the affairs of the Temple at 
Puri. The Government order on the subject is so worded as to imply that 
Raja Mukund Dev is nobody, so far as the management of the Temple is 
concerned, and that Government is now for the first time vesting him with 
the power of managing the Temple, and that it will be able to take that 
power away from him if it chooses to do so. It is also arranged that the 
Rani may appoint a person of her cioice as manager of the estate ; and that, 
when she wants to dismiss him, it will be necessary for her to inform the 
Court of her intention of doing so. But the Court may not be of the same 
opinion as the Rani, and then fresh disputes will arise. 


SANJIVANI, 43. The Sanjivant of the 2nd July, says that, in the opinion of 
eae Se Per = Colonel Thuillier of the Survey Department, 
Deconel nuillier of the Survey natives are unfit for appointment to the 
higher posts in that department. Tne Colonel 
entertains grave doubts about native ability. But the Colonel may be 
asked, was not the late Baboo Radha Nath Sikdar an able man P and 1s tt 
not true that the results of his Jabours were misappropriated by his official 
superiors ? and was nut the share of the reward to which he was entitled 
snatched from him by his English superiors ? Native honesty maf 
not be of the highest and strictest kind, but are not those mes 
dishonest who quietly appropriate to themselves other people's fame ¢ 
Has not the Colonel even now able natives under him 2 Is not Baboo Kal 
Mohun Ghose an able mathematician? Has he not introduced madj 
reforms into the Survey Department ? And is it not true that, if he h 
been an Englishman, the services which he has rendered to the department 
would hy this time have secured for him signal promotion? But Ba 
Kali Mobun has algo been largely robbed of his credit by his Buropea 


peperient These high-placed English officials are really bright models of 
onesty 
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44, The same paper, referring to the “ able winute” which the Gov- 
ernment of India is stated to have written 
defending its excise policy, asks will the 
Government show the minute to the public ? 
Thatever the Government may say, there can be no doubt that it has 
‘ncurred the sin of demoralising and making drunkards of the people of 
his country; and let the Government contradict this statement if it can. 
What more can be said to a Government strong only in brute force 
except this, that the curse of the teeming millions of this country may 
do it great harm ? 

45, The Som Prakdsh, of the 4th July, says that the clerks in the 
Calcutta’ Post Office are made to work from 
93 aM.to6P.m. every day. Are not the 
authorities of the Post Office responsible for 
this state of things? Work has so much increased in the Postal Depart- 
ment that it cannot be properly got through by the existing number of 
hands in the office. Instead of overworking poor clerks, it will be better 
to appoint more men. Government ought to make enquiries in the matter 
and take pity upon the poor clerks. 

46. The Dainik and Samachar Chandrika, of the 4th July, asks the 
Government of Bengal to make a rule similar 
to the one passed by the Government of Bom- 
bay, to the effect that oflicerscharged with the registration of deeds and 
Collectors of districts should be bound to advise people about proper 
stamp duties if people ask them for such advice. 

47, The same paper, referring to the Lieutenant-Governor’s proceed- 
ings in connection with the Mymensingh 
méla affair, says that it will not do to simply 
reverse tne decisions of the local authorities 
who are guilty of grave misconduct, in that they, unlike the police and 
the hakim of Rungpur, who oppressed only one gentleman, have insulted 
and annoyed many respectable people. Mr. Glazier’s offence is very serious. 
He was at the bottom of the whole affair. The Deputy Magistrate also 
is not faultless. The sin of the police is simply inexpiable. Custodians 
of the peace, as they are, they have themselves destroyed the peace. People 
are looking up to Sir Steuart Bayley for redress. Sir Steuart, if he fails to 
punish these men adequately, will lose popular esteem in this world and 
merit hellin the next. = 

48. The same paper of the 5th July, says that it is the duty of Postal 
Superintendents to inspect post offices in the 
mofussil, and as in many village post offices 
postal work is done by gurus ignorant of 
English, it is necessary that Superintendents of 
post offices should possess a knowledge of Bengali—a qualification, which few 

uropean Postal Superintendents, however, are found to possess. Europeans 
are therefore unfit to be appointed Postal Superintendents. The members of 
the Public Service Commission have not been slow to perceive this. Whether 
natives can be relied upon or not for honesty has been proved by the 
way 1a which native Postal Superintendents have done their duty. As for 


The Excise Minute of the Govern- 
ment of Indi 


Clerks overworked in Government 
offices. 


Advice about proper stamp duties. 


Sir Steuart Bayley and the Mymen- 
singh méla affair. 


Anglo-Indians as Postal Superin- 
tendents, 


vropeans, those among them who enter the Postal Department do so 

through patronage. Another noticeable circumstance about them 
they are almost all of them very young,—not older than 17 or 18— 
hey get appointment in the Postal Department, Europeans get Postal 
otendentships by recommendation ; but natives have to prove their title 


chiefly 
8 that 
When t 

uperi 
lu these g 


‘se appointments by meritorious service; so that the Commission are 
position to judge on which side the claims of education and expe- 
+ Two sons of Mr. Sheridan are now in the Postal Department. 


how ina 
nence lie 
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They are there simply because they are Mr. Sheridan’s sons. And some such 
relationship must account for most of the appointments given to 
in the Postal Service. 


Europeans 


III.—LeEGIsLaTIve. 


49. The Bangabdst, of the 2nd July, says that a law for the protection 
of game has been introduced in the Legisla. 
tive Council of India. This suggests another 
question. Fish is gradually becoming less abundant in the rivers and 
rivulets of Bengal. This fact is known to all who have paid any attention 
to this subject. The Pudma does rot now yield so much Hilsa fish as jt 
did before. Nearly 25 or 26 waggons of Hilsa were formerly brought 
to Calcutta every day by the Eastern Bengal Railway, and special trains had 
sometimes to be run forthe purpose. At one time the income of the 
Fastern Bengal Railway during a half year from the Hilsa traffic alone 
amounted to two lakhs of rupees. But those days are gone, and not even 
two waggons of Hilsa a day are now brought to Calcutta; this is due to the 
injudicious and indiscriminate catching of fish in the Pudma. And what 
is true of the Pudma is also true of every other river in Bengal. As 
Government is now making a law for the protection of game, this is the 


— when it should consider the necessity of a similar Jaw for the protection 
of fish. 


A law for the protection of fish. 


IV.—Native States. 


50. The Bhdratbdst, of the 25th June, takes exception to the manner 
| in which the Government is managing the 
affairs of the Mayurbhunj State. Sir Rivers 
Thompson tried his best to bring ruin and confusion upon that State. Will 
not Sir Steuart Bayley restore peace in that State by undoing the evil done 
by his predecessor? Such conduct brings discredit on the Government, 
and the people who see it lose all confidence init. Tne Government 
should not bring infamy on itself by retaining the services of an European 
manager in that State. 
51. The Bangabdst, of the 2nd July, says that, considering the 
The Sikkim State attitude taken up by the Rajah of Sikkim, some 
Englisimen are advising the British Govern- 
ment to annex his State. It is hoped, however, that Government will not 
increase the difficulty of its position by interfering in the affairs of Sikkim 
at the present juncture, when England is threatened with serious troubles 
on the east and west of India, as well as in Europe and Africa. 
52. The Som Prakdsh, of the 4th July, says that Government, as 
ik Si proposed by Captain Hearsey, ought to return 
Loar t Dearsey on the Gwalior the money which it has taken from the 
Gwalior State. But if it be impracticable to 
do so, it should see that the money in question is spent in the interest 0 
this State. 
53- The Navavibhdkar Sddhdrant, of the 4th July, does not appror, 
a nies _ Of the establishment by the Maharaj © 
Conc Benoishment of a College in Qooch Behar of a college in his State, whic 
will absorb half the educational allotment for 
that State. Tne appointment of an English Principal in that College 02 ° 
large salary, instead of a native Principal on a smaller salary, is also objecté 
to. But it is vain to complain of such things to a man who means 108 
salvation by living like an Englishman in the company of Englishmen 


The Mayurbhunj State. 


( wn. 2 
V.—PRosPECTs OF THE CROPS AND THE CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


54, The Silchar, of the 27th June, says that the people of the 
villages surrounding the town of Cachar have 

scarcity in Cachar. been considerably straitened. As they are for 
the most part agriculturists, and as they have no other occuption, they suffer 
verely when crops fail. The present scarcity is the result of the failure 
“f the last year’s crops. At an earlier stage of the scarcity they lived on the 
oceeds of the sale of their gold and silver ornaments and metal utensils; 
rt that resource 18 well nigh exhausted. Tne number of beggars is increasing. 
The people in the villages are suffering fearfully, and most of them are get- 
ting only one meal to eat. The price of rice has not risen high, but the 
people have no money to buy rice. Relief will probably come with the 
athering of the aus harvest, and if Government does not assist them till 
ai they will be sure to die of starvation. Starvation has already com- 
menced in many families, and the report comes from reliable sources that in 
many places the people are living on arums or pumpkins. The people asked 
the Deputy Commissioner for help, but he could do nothing for want of 
funds. ‘I'he Deputy Commissioner should write to Government about it, and 
‘n the meantime devise means for the relief of the people. In consideration 
of the straitened condition of the people, Government ought to remit a 
portion of the revenue due from them, and to postpone, at any rate, the pay- 


ment of rent till the arrival of better days. 


55. The Sdr Sudhdnidhi, of the 27th June, says that native papers 
ean drew attention to the distress in Tipperah 
Biteem in. Tipper long ago, but Government did not believe 
them because contradictory reports appeared in Anglo-Indian papers. 
The writer recommends that no local officer should be entrusted with the 
work of enquiring into distress of this kind, because a local officer may feel 
disposed to adhere to any favourable report he may have already made. 
The officer appointed to make such enquiries should make a house-to-house 
enquiry. It will be best if a Commission is appointed to enquire into the 
distress, 
56. The Samoya, of the lst July, says that there is now no hope 
that Government will do anything in connec- 
seus Government of Bengal, andthe tion with the scarcity in Tipperah. The 
dosent Government seems to consider the story of 
the scarcity as exaggerated. But there is good reason to think that the 
Government view of the situation in Tipperah is wrong. 
57, The Bangabdst, of the 2nd July, is of opinion that Tipperah 
Saat ener has not been visited by famine in conse- 
iit init quence of the failure of only one year’s 
crops. Failure of crops for three successive years has brought on scarcity. 
Excessive rainfall in the early part of 1291 B. 8. greatly damaged the crops, 
and the remaining crops were greatly injured by the drought which occur- 
tedin the months of Bhadra and Asvin. The people lived that year 
upon their stores of preceding years. The drought in the months of Joista 
and Assar 1292 B. 8, destroyed the crops in the fields, and the plants that 
‘urvived did not grow well. The excessive rains in Sravan submerged the 
Country, and the cultivators were reduced to a pitiable condition, and they 
‘gan to borrow on the security of their houses and fields, and passed 
the year in great misery. The prospects of the crops in the early part of 
1293 B.S. were hopeful, but the country was suddenly flooded in the latter 
end of Assar, and the whole of the aus and aman crops were destroyed. 
The people could no longer get food to eat. The condition of the people 
vw ome of the villages in thana Nobingurh is now most. deplorable. 
Whoever sees their condition cannot help shedding tears of pity. 
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VI.—MIscELLANEOUS. 


58. The Bhdratbast, of the 2hth June, says that the article on early 
) marriage which appeared in the Lndian 
Hie Indian Witness newspaper on =Watness newspaper, an organ of the Indian 
Christians, is written in very bad taste. The 
writer of that article speaks of Indian women as “ the bruised, bleedin 
and debauched women of India,” and early marriage is characterised as 
being “ shameless prostitution.” Does the writer of the article mean to 
show the greatness of Christianity by abusing Indian women in this filthy 
style ? How would Christians have relished such strictures if they had 
been made in a native paper in regard to Huropean women? Would not 
the whole Christian world in that case have risen against the writer of such 
vile and flagrant lies. The writer in the Zndian Witness, who has written 
in this strain about Hindu ladies, should be flogged. Early marriage may be 
bad, but civilized Europe will be simply astonished to find the love that exists 
between Hindu husbands and Hindu wives in spite of their early marriage, 
59. The Silchar, of the 27th J =—— is glad that the Partdarshak news- 
int ake is also advocating the inclusion of Sylhet 
to eS Sadie a and Cachar within the TlentaiateManmene 
wengel. ship of Bengal. It is to be hoped that the 
question will receive a favourable consideration at the hands of Sir Steuart 
Bayley. | 
' 60. The Sahachar, of the 29th June, says that, instead of speaking only 
The Jubilee and the Imperial Insti: & few honied words, Government should have 
tute in England. conferred some substantial political privilege 
on the people of this country in consideration of the loyalty which they 
displayed on the occasion of the Jubilee. The Jubilee has passed off | 
without the bestowal upon the vast population of India of a royal favour 
worthy of the name, of a royal favour which could call forth enthusiastic 
expressions of gratitude from future generations of the Indian people, and 
which future historians could commend to all kings and princes as_deserv- 
ing of their emulation. It is not easy to say what the Imperial Institute 
in London will do for the people of India. It will be only another Cooper's 
Hill. Indian Art is not much valued in England as is clear from the 
failure of the attempts repeatedly made to get rid of the duty on gold and 
silver articles imported into England from this country. The public in the 
country should not, therefore, contribute a single pice towards the estab- 
lishment of the Institute, and every case of forcible realisation of money for 
that purpose should be promptly brought to the notice of the Lieutenant 
Governor and of the editors of newspapers. The people have shown 
loyalty enough, and they cannot in fairness be called upon to assist a per 
fectly unnecessary institution. ; 
61. The same paper says that the evidence given before the Public 
Service Commission is of the most represenla- 
tive character. But Anglo-Indians are not 
withstanding as hard to please as ever. ‘The undue indulgence with which 
they were treated during the Ilbert Bill agitation has increased their sens 
of self-importance. Sir Lepel Griffin is playing the child in old age, but 
his childishness may cost the Empire much. ‘A fire brand, even in the han 
of a child, may set a house oa fire. It is to be hoped that this refractory 
officer will receive just punishment at the hands of Lord Dufferin. 0 
heaviest part of the Commission’s work is done, and it only remains for he 
analyse the evidence given before it. If it frames conclusions 10 stric 
accordance. with the evidence placed before it, there will be no cause 
complaint. The people want justice and not favour at its hands. 


the Commission judge the evidence impartially, and the public will socep! 
its verdict without grumbling. : 


The Public Service Commission. 
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69. The same paper warns all Provincial Governments in the country 
| against giving their consent to the alteration 
rhe marriage circular. in the marriage 4 call kg 04 by the Bombay 
ment That Government wants to introduce the English law of 
he ‘ato this country. That Hindu society does not ge such a law 
will appear from the fact that even the Brahmo leader, Keshub Chunder 
Sen, did not consider it necessary or expedient to introduce that law in his 
Brahmo Marriage Act. The people whom the Bombay Government consi- 
ders to be Hindus are not Hiadus at all. The introduction of social reforms 
by legislative enactment is also wrong in principle. Mr. Bright in 
Fingland will not consent to put an end to drunkenness by law, but 
people in India will subvert social customs by that means, Let the law in 
question be changed when Hindu society asks for such a change, Any 
attempt on the part of a Christian Government to interfere with the religion 
of the Hindus will subject it to loss and forfeiture of popularity. Christians 
and Brahmos are Clearly incompetent to advise Government on questions 
affecting Hindu interests. Christians and Brahmos are the enemies of 
Hindu society and Hindu religion, and to follow the advice of the enemies 
of Hindus in a — of this kind will be to work in the direction of dis- 
organising Hindu society. 
63, The Pratikar, of the 1st July, has no doubt that the proposal 
i eS relating to the establishment of a sanitarium 
7 apes ns 6 ‘aie in Darjeeling is worthy of sup- 
port. 
64. The same paper says aerg is a kidnapping scare at Moor- 
eee ne at - shedabad just now. Mr. Meares, Superin- 
stinepPing of ehildren in Moorshec — tendent of Police, has warned people tg beat 
of fom-tom to take special care of their 
children. It is astonishing to find the manner in which coolies are recruited 
in the heart of that town, and almost in the presence of the Magistrate and 
the District Superintendent of Police. Cooly recruiters have employed agents 
: or — . a ah igi ween te is their agent for the 
own of Moorshedabad. Sarada has succeeded in securing eight or ten 
children of both sexes in that place by giving them ca seen sed money, 
and delightful accounts of how they will fare hereafter. These doings have 
been exposed, and the recruiter and his accomplices have been arrested 
ar wee of the children enticed away by them. They have been sent 
ajut, 


6d. The same paper complains of the conduct of Mr. Lacey, Manager 
= seis: canal al of the Satni Silk Factory in Moorshedabad. 
purposes by a European, ™™"™™! ~It is alleged that he kept one Kusum, a 
- married girl working in his factory, in con- 
po for immoral purposes. The writer is tired of hearing these stories 


ata of women. How long will such brutal tyranny on the part 
ol Loglishmen afflict poor and helpless Indians ? 


66. The Prajd Bandhu, of the lst July, referring to the marriage 


ie Mintel Caiailics circular of Government, observes that legis- 
‘as 7 lative interference of any kind in the marriage 
“t orcustoms of Hindus will do more harm than good. Supposing a husband 


he i. suit for the restitution of conjugal rights aginst his wife, and 
< be authorises him to attach her property, and she is found to 
applied at ahd what is to be done? The present law, if judiciously 
a _° arn all practical purposes. The extreme measure of punish- 
of 3 wie resorted to in the case of extreme disobedience on the part 
Sa Worn 1.0 sutink from sending a woman to jail simply because she 
: Man is against the course which is ordinarily followed by Government 


in re ° ° ° $ 
gard to women. There can be no impropriety in sending a woman 
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to jail for refusing to go to her husband just as there can be no 
impropriety in sentencing her to death for murder or in imprisoning her 

for theft. 
67, The same paper says that the arrangements made by Messrs 
Cook and Company for the conveyance of 


- Government Resolution regarding pilgrims to Mecca have been referred to ip the 


conveyance of pilgrims to Mecca. ‘ 
Government Resolution on the subject jp 


the manner of a paid advertiser of the Company. 

68. The Lducation Gazette, of the lst July, approves of the measures 
which Government has adopted to improve 
the cultivation of flax in Bengal. Though 
the cultivation of flax is gradually supplanting that of cotton, and though 
cloth made of pure cotton yarn is becoming more and more rare, even ip 
places which were once celebrated for the manufacture of fine cotton fabrics 
still, speaking generally, the extension of the cultivation of flax is likely to 
do more good than harm to the country. 

69. The Samaya, of the lst July, says that by opening the Pu 

Pilgrim Hospital Fund, Mr. Tute, (Officiating 

Hovvital Fond | 8° For Ferm Magistrate of Balasore, has acted like a true 

Christian, and laid the whole Hindu communit 

under a deep and lasting obligation. Mr. Tute should bestir himself a little 
in the matter of the construction of a railway to Puri without delay. 

70. The same paper has heard that the practice of making the clerks 

Vili ie la ele of the Comptroller and the Savings Bank 

binant Departments of the Calcutta Post Office work 

on holidays has been revived in the teeth of the Governor-General’s order 

directing that all Government offices should be closed on such days. This 

time it is the petty clerks and officers of those departments who have been 
ordered to come to office on holidays. 

71. The Dhumketu, of the lst July, wants to be informed what has 

| been done in the matter of the charges which 

wae and the Amrita Bazar the Amrita Bazar Patrikd had _ brought 
against Mr. Beames. Nobody has up to this 

time contradicted the Amrita Bazar, and no doubts therefore now exist in 
the public mind about Mr. Beames’ guilt. How can people after this 
believe that the English are not blind to the faults of their own countrymen. 

72. A song to the following effect, put in the mouth of Dhulip Sing, 
is found in the correspondence column of the 
same paper :— 

Rise ye Sikhs! What keeps you silent and lethargic? Forgetting — 
your glorious fort what are you pondering over? Have you forgotten that 
day of misery when bands of wicked white men forcibly plucked away 
the flower of the Punjab? How can I express the misery I felt at the 
time when they took me to my “heavenly abode” (England) after having 
robbed me of my throne and caste? Have you no sympathy with your 
king, who is now living a life of misery in the guise of a beggar away 
from his wife and children and weeping day and night? Hark ye! it ® 
the son of Runjit who is crying for your help. Are you despondent 
because you have lost your leader? Is it for that reason that you shew 00 
signs of life, energy, and activity? No, you are mistaken. There i the 
son of Runjit, still alive and in Russia, ready to become your leader. 
Awake ye Sikhs! unite yourselves with me, and arm yourselves for the 
purpose of emancipating your country. 

73. The Bangabdst, of the {nd July, remarks that the Englishman 
newspaper is writing about the Beames ca* 
in a strain which is calculated to frighten 
Government. It says that if Government takes any notice of the accu 
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inst Mr. Beames only from a fear of the native press, 
= hoo canaeqntenes will follow. The vernacular press will grow 
ors haoghty and nonchalant, and civilians will therefore become greatly 
err) of it, and so the work of governing the country will be seriously 
= ‘ed. But supposing the influence of the native press increases 
4" , manner surmised by the Znglishman, will not the administration 
9 et by it? If the native press can keep erring and ill-tempered 
‘liane under proper control, the government of the country will become 
ab and not more difficult, and the people of the country will enjoy 
a peace and happiness than they can now do. The Englshman is 
lal to induce the Government to adopt a wrong policy, and it is thus 
as incalculable mischief both to the ruler and to the ruled. The 
Government ought to think over this coolly, and to conduct itself in this 
matter in @ manner which will be conducive to its best interests. _. 
74, The Sanjivant, of the 2nd July, says that if Mr. Tute, Officiating 
Magistrate of Balasore, succeeds in establish- 
ing dispensaries at Chandbally and Balasore 
for the benefit of pilgrims, he will entitle himself to the gratitude of 
the immense population of this country, and his name will be. for ever 
enoraven on the hearts of the sick and the helpless pilgrims of Jagannath. 
English oflicers can easily buy popularity by doing such things as these. 
Indians know how to appreciate merit, and are always grateful to their 
benefactors. It is only mean-minded Englishmen who cannot appreciate 
these noble traits in the native character that make themselves unpopular 
among the people of this country. 


75, Thesame paper referring to the Hindu marriage question, observes 


| eae as follows:—If the marriage tie among Hindus 
sna is indissoluble, it ought to be so on both 
sides; but itis to be regretted that while the husband is at liberty to 
marry as many wives as he likes without prejudice to the indissolubility of 
the marriage tie, he can, with the help of the law, compel the wife, who 
may be unwilling to live with a polygamous husband, to cohabit with 
him. Tnis onesided legislation is a blot on the Christian Government of 
this country. Government is extending female education in this country ; 
but if it cannot rescind a law which will appear unjust and immoral in the 


eyes of educated women, it had better not labour in the cause of female 
education at all. 


Those who say that social reforms should be worked out by social forces 
alone may be told that, even if they are admitted to be correct, it is 
necessary that social forces should be available at all times in the interests 
of all classes alike. To deprecate legislative interference in one case and 
to admit its lawfulness in another, to say, for instance, that Government 
must not interfere when it is the interest of the male sex that it should 


hot, and that it must interfere when it is the interest of that sex that it 
should, will be to make one’s self ridiculous. 


. A husband can take ten wives, and a wife can do nothing to prevent 
im from doing so; and yet if she is unwilling to go to her polygamous 


husband, the law steps in and compel her to share her husband’s hateful 
Company. Who shall say that this law is a just law? 


When one of the two parties to a marriage has to seek tke assistance 
the aw to compel the other to fufil his or her part of the marriage 
ee lt must be admitted that social forces have ceased to control the 
ig and that they can no longer be relied upon for practical purposes. 
; “A. Clear that in such cases it becomes necessary and lawful to 
sey As. the power of the sovereign, which means the law of ‘the 
ee puzzles one to make out how a Christian Government can 
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Government can easily’ deal.a death-blow to that custom. tf perso 
married in childhood refuse, upon attaining majority, to recognise the 
legality of their marriage, it behoves Government not to compel the 1 
to admit its legality. It may be argued that marriage is not a contract het 
a religious ceremony among Hindus, and Hindus ‘are therefore under an 
obligation to keep the conditions imposed upon them by martiage inviolate 
all their lives. sai & 

But by withholding the right of performing voluntary religious acts from 
persons wha have not attained their 16th year, Government has virtually 
pronounced all religious acts, and marriage among them, performed before 
that age, null and void. This, then, is a case in which Government, setting 
aside the old Hindu law, has given preference to individual judgment, § 
it follows that marriages, be they contracts or be they religious ceremonies 
contracted before the parties have attained their 16th year, should be set 
aside by Government at their request. According to the Hindu law 
residence in hell is the only punishment for persons who do not respect 
= rights; but it will not do in these days to trust to such sanctions 
alone. 


76. The Dacca Prakash, of the 3rd July, says that what Government 
| really aims at by introducing the English 
marriage law into this country is that the 
parties to a marriage may be at liberty to cut the marriage tie in certain 
circumstances. When a wife is unwilling to go to her husband, her property 
may be attached; but what if she have no property P And it is notorious 
that most Hindu women have no property. Why, the husband will bring 
a suit forthe cancelment of marriage against the wife—just the thing 
a bad wife wants ! 


The existing law punishes such offences as Rukma has committed 
either with fine or with imprisonment, or with both, and the judge is at liberty 
to choose between these punishments, In the face of so many alternative 
purishmerts, no great necessity exists for changing the preeent law. 

Rukma belongs to a low caste, and she has no place ia respectable 
Hindu society. Hers is therefore not a typical or a very important case. 
Hindu society calls for no change of the law. Why should Government, 
therefore, concern itself so much about the matter? Government 1 
apparently playing into anybody’s and everybody’s hands, and lending its 
ears to anybody and everybody. It tuned to Malabari the other day, and 
it . today tuning to the chivalrous knights who have gathered around 
Rukma. . 


Among Hindus marriage is something more than a contract. It 
creates an everlasting bond between two souls, which cannot be cast off 
like a garment or something that is worn externally. The introduction of 
the law of divorce among Hindus will destroy the peace and the purity of 
Hindu married life. Hindus, it is hoped, will, in one voice, protest against 
the introduction into their society of the hateful custom of divorce. The 
Government may introduce any changes it thinks fit to introduce, with 
the exception of that abominable custom of divorce. 


77. The came paper thinks that capital punishment injures the 
interests of society. To compensate for the 
loss of one man by killing another 18 really 
to inflict a double loss upon society. Capital punishment also serv 
as an incentive to suicide. Cases of suicide are increasing in number 
among the so-called educated people, because, not. realising the sinit!™ 
ness of the act and not knowing how painful death by hanging must 
be, they commit murder in order to have an opportunity . of dying 
at the gallows. Again, in most cases, people commit murder under 
sudden impulses, and it is most unjust to punish such acts with dea 
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. onishment is to deter men from committing crimes; but 
The gl be attained where a criminal is condemned to death. 
that 0 eonvictions for murder are often obtained by means of false 
ee and in those cases innocent men pay the extreme penalty of the 
“ This consideration ought to induce Government to abolish capital 
id hment. People having now-a-days ceased to believe in existence 
eq death, death is not so very dreadful to them as it was to people in 
oe and death at the gallows is therefore losing its punitive character. 
Man My fact, now prefer such death to death from painful and lingering 
leita. Instead of sentencing murderers to death, means should there- 
fore be devised to subject them to sufferings of a protracted nature. 
78. The Daintk and Samdchdr Chandrikd, of the 3rd July, in 
discussing the subject of Hindu marriage, 
observes as follows Pepe regard N ead 
ti (the plastic cause) and man as Purusha (the unchanging soul), an 
0m Ad wend which unites Prakrita with Purusha, Without 
that union, man is only a half being and woman is only a half being. 
Consequently, before marriage neither man nor woman is competent to 
perform any religious act. The god Agni is called to witness the ceremony 
of marriage, and the Almighty Himself, as manifested in the Mantras, 
performs the ceremony. After marriage man and woman must jointl 
perform religious acts, for they are jointly One Person; and that is wh 
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the Hindu calls his wife sahadharmini (religious associate) and ardhangint 
(half the body). As it is Purwsha that does everything in the world, and 


as Prakriti starts into life and activity only when worked upon by Purusha, 
s0 it is with the husband and wife among Hindus. The wife lives and 
acts only so long as the husband lives; and when the husband dies the wife 
lapses into her natural condition of inertness and inaction. She loses, in 
fact, her activity, and she ceases to live. Like the body from which life- 
power has fled, the woman who loses her husband is unable to live any 
longer, or, Which is the same thing, is unable to marry again. It is, 


therefore, that after the death of her husband she forsakes wordly concerns 


and lives a life of chastity, looking anxiously forward to the time when 
she will be re-united to her husband after her death. Now, is the relation 


between man and woman which such a marriage creates capable of being 


destroyed as lightly as children destroy card-houses ? 
79, The Som Prakdsh, of the 4th July, says that on Wednesday last 


cr ae ee a man named Chaitanya Visvas and his 

! party were drawing a Rath (a car) through 
Scott's Lane, Champatollah, Calcutta. When the car was passing by the 
Church in that lane, a missionary gentleman, one Mr. Jackson, came 
out, upset the car with the sacred stone (the Salgram Sila) in it, and assaulted 
and severely beat Baboo Chaitanya Visvas himself. What oppression! And 
the gentleman is a Christian missionary! Are not Christians humble in 
spirit, and do they not, when smitten on the right cheek, turn their left 
cheek also to receive a blow? The Baboo has brought a case against 
the Padri, and the public will anxiously await the result. 


80. The Navavibhakdr Sddhdrant, of the 4th J uly, says that some 


one English officials are trying to fan anew 
aminst each othoe’ “24 Mussulmans the fire of ill-feeling between Hindoos and 

Mussulmans which had been gradually dying 
out, These men think that if they can set the different races of India 


against one another, English ascendancy in this country will be for, ever 


cure; but they apparently forget that this policy, though it may be very 
Baca for a short. time, is sure to seriously disturb the peace of the 
ire in future. How long will the English Government be able to 
Malotain peace in 


India if ill-feeling is once awakened among the many 


Dainik & SAMACHAR 
CHANDRIKA, 


July 3rd, 1887. 


SoM PRAKASH, 
July 4th, 1887. 


NAVAVIBHAEAR 
SaDHARANI, 


July 4th, 1887. 


> ee OD ere, oe Pe — oo eter A ow “ 
ae ; Sk ah cae | es >be Std re ar yr a oe = sak : 
. 


SaMVAD BAHIKA 
June 9th, 1887. 


Rin a - 2 > Las & . : ; = 2 < & é . 
EOE EE NT AS RIEL A EEE Nt AIO gatIS Ui pet wthetkey, € SOSA ~ 
. 7 Cy ee eee ee Ne " = 4 
, te eet ISN , 


ih dat 


UTKAL DIPIKA. 
June ]1th, 1887, 


“ ani “a _ 


— 


EI DOLLR AG ELEN BEI cabernet in Tea hese A — ee ——. ‘ cK — cr 


SiR beer LEBEL Eg PEI in ES OS 
Ri AROS A I ne ie PX ‘ 


Se ee ee hes pe rm ~ ea Pty Se Aye) ee er oS sew be: ob - - ei Pt 
we > . _- ee Se ee ae rs 
7 me a 
6 se 0d — . 7 ar < o . a 0 eal - " 5 - " ’ 
wong “s “ ar Oe 6 or ee fo hart ge ee + . er ects =A 4 : . 
ar = ~ e f ‘ by a>! pm > on ear i «© a oe Sm i one > asec = sce — . on 


PP he RE et AO wn 

= = 3 + ry — tens 

Pe TY Se ie Oe eM DOGS LRG es 
 » ey — * 


4 
2 
* 
i 
; * 
a 
3 
% 
¥ 
‘ 
i 
a 
Ad 


> Sn RSs ASSES 
. Yee at a tate 
we “ Poy “etptene ge 2 


UTKAL DIPIKa, 


( Ts ) 


races that inhabit it? It is a curious and significant fact that while , 
riots between Hindoos and Mussulmans take place in native states sam 
between them are of frequent occurrence within British territory. This 
due to the fact that native princes know how to govern people and the 
English Government does not. It is pleasant to contemplate, however, 


that all attempt to excite ill-feeling between Hindoos and Mussulmans will 


be rendered abortive by the noble efforts that are being made to bring them 
into friendly relations with each other by Hindoo Editors and Mussulman 
gentlemen of the type of Nawab Abdul Luteef. 


Uniya Papers. 


81. Adverting to the decease of Baboo Srinath Chakraburty, the 
late Manager of Kanika, the Samvdd Bahikg 
of the 9th June, recommends the appoint. 
ment of a native of Orissa to the post vacated by him. The Navasamudd 
the Utkal Dipikd, and the Sanskdraka hold the same opinion. 

82. The Utkal Dipikd, of the 11th June, highly praises the action of 
Mr. Worgan, District Judge of Cuttack, in 
appointing Baboo Gokulanand Chowdhuri, a 
native of Orissa, to officiate as Munsif of Jajpore, and remarks that the 
High Court ougl.t to confirm the nomination of the District Judge. The 
Navasamvdd holds the same view, and urges that Uriyas should be en- 
couraged by all means. The Sanskdraka expresses its feeling strongly in 
the following lines :— 

‘We have already begun to enjoy the blessings which some of the 
provisions of the Civil Courts Act were intended to confer upon us. Since 
the retirement of Biswambbar Bidyabhusan, Shib Prosad Sing and others, 
the natives of Orissa have been ignominously excluded or expelled from 
the judicial branch of the Subordinate Service. It was imprudent or unfair 
to expect that the isolated province of Orissa, which was conquered in 1803, 
and which was dragged out of its obscurity by the terrible famine of 1866, 
would be able to get a sufficient number of Bachelors of Law by sending 
its simple and unwary youth to the Colleges of Bengal ; and as the possession 
of the B. L. degree was the only passport to appointment in the Subordinate 
Judicial Service, Uriyas were excluded from that service, and nothing or 
very little has happened during the last twenty years to mitigate the ngouts 
of this disqualification. In this state of things our readers may very well 
imagine how great was our delight to see Baboo Gokulanand Chowdhur, 
nominated to that service the other day by Mr. Worgan, the District 
Judge, and we are confident that his nomination will be approved by the 
High Court. Mr. Worgan could not have performed a more popular, 4 
more pleasing, a more just and a more obliging act on bebalf of Uriyas 
It now remains for our young men of the Ravenshaw College to pas 
their Law examinations with credit and take their proper share in 
the judicial administration of the country. Those of our pleaders in the 
Judge’s Court who are not doing well in the profession may enter the 
Judicial service, and we doubt not but that in a few years the policy 
inaugurated by Mr. Worgan will undergo development, and remove ® 
hem deal of Bee Rates. which has created profound discontent among 

riyas.”” | 
83. The Bulloch Steam-launch Company that carried on passenger 
Steamer service between Chandbally goods traffic between Cuttack and Chandbally 
end Vane having been pronounced bankrupt, the are 
paper, as representing the interests of the general public, suggests i 
advisability of employing a Government steamer in the Cuttack-Chandb 
line fora short period. This is necessary in the present season, when 
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large number of pilgrims are on their way to Puri or are returning to their 
* from that celebrated shrine. | : 
oe Anent the abolition of the trade in country patti (dried leaves of 
hemp plant) in Puri, the same paper publishes 
The patti trades a letter from a oy ty mange | ego 
9 ViVi urs the inconveniences—not to say the distress—of a large 
deta o abeeniets of the Puri town, and goes on to make the 
ations :— ; 
ee been very much distressed by reading the letter of our 
sorespondent. We are aware that it is one of the duties of Government 
to discourage the sale of intoxicating durgs. If the same policy had : been 
adopted in regard to the sale of other intoxicating materials, such as liquor, 
opium, patis imported from Calcutta, we would have been very glad. We 
think it has been very improper on the part of Government to abolish the 
use of country-made patée without imposing the slighest restriction on 
other sorts of intoxicating drugs, so much so that the health of a large 
aumber of people has been very much affected, while others have been 
compelled to endure a great deal of physical suffering. It is beyond doubt 
that the local authorities have suggested the policy to Government simply 
with a view Of increasing the excise revenue. Itis a fact that local author- 
ities care more for the interests of revenue than for those of the people who 
contribute to it. We hope, however, that when the true state of the people 
is brought to the notice of Government justice will be done. We have 
often opposed the abolition of the trade in country-made patti. What 
applies to Puri applies with equal force to the Orissa Gurjats. We advise 
the Puri people to memorialise Government on the subject, and we hope 
justice will be done to them.” 
Its contemporary of the Navasamvdd holds, however, a different opinion. 
The Editor of this journal thinks that country-made patti is more intoxi- 
cating than paté imported from elsewhere, and should therefore be 
discouraged, 
85. The newspapers of this week also devote considerable space 
hs lat celine to a detailed notice of damages and losses 
effected by the last cyclone. 
86. The Navasamvdd, of the 16th June, relates an anecdote regarding 
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7 of Cuttack, who, while engaged in arresting an 
Oplum-smuggler in Chowliaganda, was on the point of being severely beaten 
by the villagers and escaped by taking refuge in the Chowliaganda Police 
lines. His peon was, however, mercilessly beaten. The paper therefore 
suggests that the Abkari Inspector, who has to execute difficult duties, 


should have a constable as his orderly. 


57. All the newspapers of Orissa advise the Rani of Puri to appoint 
The Temple cass. a competent manager to the temple and 


property of Jagannath on a handsome salary. 
88. The Sdnskdraka, of the 16th June, writes as follows on - 


The Civil Court’s Act. “ Civil Courts Act :’— 


ey The spirit of the Act is good, but it has increased the constitutional 
e . ot the District Judge and the High Court to an extent which we 
sists ene? necessary nor desirable. Hitherto the Executive and 

saggy ervices were looked upon as equally important, and as such appoint- 
rere ‘rein were made or cancelled at the discretion of the Local 

aia go tie The new Act delegates certain powers to the District Judge 
igh Court, so faras the appointment of Moonsifs and Subordi- 


nat Big m 
“ ® Judges ig concerned, which will, we fear, derogate from the rank and 
“tatus of tho 


se officers. We have no objection to the High Court, and 
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the District J udge as their representative, being invested with the power 
of making nomination. On the other hand we are of opinion that the 
District Judge is the proper person to consider the claims of local canqj. 
dates, but we do not consider it desirable that he should be entrusted With 
the power of suspending Moonsifs; and it is still more undesirable to 
entrust the High Court with the power of dismissing such an officer, hp 
powers of appointment and dismissal generally rest in the same hand, and 
if the Local Government is empowered to appoint such an officer, why should 
the power of dismissing him rest in the High Court ? 

“We do not mean to insinuate anything against the prestige o; 
judicial integrity of the High Court. In fact, composed as that Court is of 
high judicial officers, erring Moonsifs or Subordinate Judges may expect bette, 
chance of justice at their hands than at the hands of the Local Government, 
which, at the best, is of the nature of a despotic authority. What we meap 
to point out is tha the Local Government is the highest authority in the 
land, and, as such, the appointment or dismissal of Moonsifs or Subordinate 
Judges should rest only in its hands. A Moonsif or Subordinate Judge must 
feel acutely the invidious distinction that, while the District Magistrate 
or the Divisional Commissioner cannot, on .their own authority, impose 
even a small fine on a Deputy Magistrate of the lowest grade, the District 
Judge should be so largely armed as to be able to suspend him, and that 
the High Court should have the very large power of dismissing him, This 
must lower the prestige of the judicial officers in the eyes of the public, 
and the best men will not care to submit to these ignominious conditions, 
It will be enough, in our opinion, if the District Judge and the High 
Court nominate candidates for the Judicial Service, and the Government 
reserves to itself the power of rewarding merit, or punishing miscondutt, 
in that service. 

“Qn various grounds it is neither desirable nor advantageous for 
any single authority to wield both Executive and Judicial powers. It is 
better that the District Judge or the High Court should simply revise 
the judicial proceedings of Moonsifs and Subordinate Judges than that 
they should also exercise over them executive authority, which may very 
well be made over to the Local Government on the condition that the 
latter must, in all cases, guide itself by their representations. 

“The position of the Subordinate Judge has been made more free 
than that of the Moonsif. This is as it should be. If the Subordinate 
Judges be recruited from among the best Moonsifs, we think cases of stil 
greater value may be made over to them for disposal. 
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